Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

December 29, 2019

May you find Christ here... may you bring Christ to the world.

wSacraments/Other Information s
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INITIATION of ADULTS Preparation begins in
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CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE mation, call Missy Lowrey 314- 636-240-1020 for more
N . . 630-3983. information.
@ Those preparing for marriage
b should contact the parish office six RITE of CONFESSION
months in advance. One part « 3 »
ot e e o of Have merey o me o 2 sne FIRST CoMMUNION
Assumption and living an active, 7:30-8:00am or by appt. A Preparation begins in

September for all stu-

practicing Catholic life. Contact L
dents who are entering

Angie at the Parish Office, xt 235.

LD, EALS 2" grade. Please con-
ANOINTING OF THE SICK Please contact Amanda Suchara, tact Ann Marie Quan at
Please call the Parish Office Funeral Coordinator, 636-577- 636-240-1020.

636-240-3721 3776, to make final arrangements.
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Hello,

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family.
This makes a lot of sense just after having celebrated
Christmas, since Jesus is just a newborn infant we naturally
think of Him together with His mother and father (Mary and Joseph), and
that is how we portray Him in nativity scenes. But it also is a time when we
gather and think of our own families. Usually we are able to get together with
them sometime over these holidays (I am with many of my family right now
up in Milwaukee). Hopetully this is an opportunity to realize what a blessing
our families are.

A family tradition I grew up with was that each year my parents had
taken a family picture starting when they were first married, and at Christmas
those pictures would be labeled by the year and put out together. Each year
you could see how they changed, how another baby would come along here
and there while the others aged. Sometimes you saw different Christmas pre-
sents in the pictures from that year or you would realize the different setting
if there had been a move. Later different people might also be in the picture
if they were there at Christmas, another relative, or maybe a new spouse as

the family grows, or even the next generation. But also some would be
missed, they couldn’t make it home that year, or a death in the family. These
are the people we have shared our joys with, our sorrows with, our lives with,
our family.

Ideally our family was our first means where we learned our faith, ide-
ally our family was our first means where we learned of love. We recognize
as they have been with us through all of these times, each Christmas, God has
also been there with us. In the Christmas we celebrate, in the joys and sor-
rows we have gone through, in the love between us, God is there. May He
continue to be with all of our families as we ask His blessings upon them:

O God,

You have created us in love and saved us in mercy,

and through the bond of marriage you have established the family
and willed that it should become a sign of Christ’s love for his Church.

Shower your blessings on this family gathered here in your name.
Enable those who are joined by one love to support one another
by their fervor of spirit and devotion to prayer.

Make them responsive to the needs of others

and witnesses to the faith in all they say and do.

We ask this through Christ our Lord, ~ Amen
(From the Book of Blessings: Blessing of a Family)

Peace to you and your families, and a Blessed New Year,

Fr. Nick



St. Monica . . . Pillar of Hospitality December 29th, 2019

EPIPHANY HOUSE BLESSING
Items needed: chalk and a small bottle of holy water. Gather with family members, friends, and perhaps
some neighbors at the front door.

Leader: Inthe (+) name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us pray: Christus mansionem benedicat. May Christ bless this house, Amen.

With chalk we sign this doorway, along with four crosses of the seasons and
the numerals of the new year.

HOSPITALITY:
Christian 20+C+M+B+20
Kindness

The numbers marked above the door stand for the year in which the blessing is inscribed (2020). The letters stand

bifk: i for the names traditionally given the Magi who found the Christ Child: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar.

hospitality
ministers" Leader (or other reader):
A reading from the Letter to the Galatians.
Sot then, while there is time, let us do good for all people, especially those who are
of the household of faith. The Word of the Lord.

Each room is sprinkled with holy water.

Living room:
Bring us to live with you one day in heaven. — Bless thisroom, O Lord. Amen.
Kitchen:
You prepare for us a heavenly banquet.— Bless this room, O Lord. Amen.
Dining Room:
Feed us at your celestial feast. — Bless this room, O Lord. Amen.
Bedrooms:
In you alone we rest peacefully. — Bless this room, O Lord. Amen.
Bathrooms:
Cleanse us from all uncleanliness. —- Bless this room, O Lord. Amen.
All return to the front door to pray together.
Our Father...
All are sprinkled with holy water.
Bless this household through all days to come,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.

Hospitality
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Knight's of Columbus New Years Eve Dancell

Place: 202 W. 3rd St. O’Fallon, Mo. Time: 7:30pm - 1:00am Cost: $50 per person
Special reserve a table of 8 and pay $360, Credit Cards Accepted for this.

Will includg the Following:
DJ Event Productions, Open Bar All Night! o
Hot Appetizers from 8:00 till 10:00pm!
Cold Appetizers and Sweets from 11:00pm till the end!
Champagne at Midnight and Party Favors!

A AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA YA 4

E Make your reservation at Queen of Hearts or call Todd at 636-262-4925 to reserve a table!



St. Francis . . . Pillar of Prayer December 29th, 2019

Knights 2nd Annual Christmas Pageant... A Huge Success!

The Knights of Columbus would like to thank all the family, friends and fellow parishioners who
came to enjoy the show! The kids all did a great job with their lines and the singing was spectacu-
lar! We can never express enough gratitude to the parents of all of these great kids for their perse-
verance in getting the kids to practice twice a week. We hope your kids enjoyed doing the show!
Thanks also to the Religious Education Department for a great reception after Wednesday night’s
show. Hope to see everyone next year!

“For thus says
the Lord: When
you call Me,
and come and
pray to Me, |
will
listen to you.
When you look
for Me, you will
find Me. Yes,
when you seek
Me with all
your heart, |
will let you find
Me...”

Jeremiah
29:10-13

Prayer

i |
Week at a Glance
MONDAY 12.30.19 TUESDAY 12.31.19 WEDNESDAY 01.01.20

Mass Time / Intentions 6:30am Bernard Luetkenhaus 6:30am Dolores Mayo 9:00am Jack Mockler

8:00am Jim Schneider 8:00am Carmela Bamert

5:30pm Richard Salas 1st Reading: Nm 6:22-27
2nd Reading: Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8

Readings 1st Reading: 1 Jn 2:12-17 1st Reading : 1 Jn 2:18-21 Gospel: Lk 2:16-21

Gospel : Jn 1:1-18 Gospel: Jn 1:1-18 7:30 - 8:00am Church
Reconciliation 7:30 - 8:00am Church 7:30 - 8:00am Church Or by appointment

Or by appointment Or by appointment

Closed for Maintenance Closed for Maintenance

Other Events/Activities

6:15pm Perpetual Help Devotions
Chapel




St. Francis ... Pillar of Prayer December 29th, 2019

The Story of Mary,
Mother of God

Mary’s divine motherhood broadens the Christ-
mas spotlight. Mary has an important role to play
M in the Incarnation of the Second Person of the
Blessed Trinity. She consents to God’s invitation
conveyed by the angel (Luke 1:26-38). Elizabeth
proclaims: “Most blessed are you among women
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me that the mother of my Lord
should come to me?” (Luke 1:42-43, emphasis added). Mary’s role as mother of God places her in a PRAYER:

unique position in God’s redemptive plan. A heart to
heart with God
Without naming Mary, Paul asserts that “God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the "Our strength
law” (Galatians 4:4). Paul’s further statement that “God sent the spirit of his Son into our hearts, cry- ~ comes from
ing out ‘Abba, Father!’” helps us realize that Mary is mother to all the brothers and sisters of Jesus. the Eucharist”

Some theologians also insist that Mary’s motherhood of Jesus is an important element in God’s crea-
tive plan. God’s “first” thought in creating was Jesus. Jesus, the incarnate Word, is the one who could
give God perfect love and worship on behalf of all creation. As Jesus was “first” in God’s mind, Mary
was “second” insofar as she was chosen from all eternity to be his mother.

The precise title “Mother of God” goes back at least to the third or fourth century. In the Greek

form Theotokos—God-bearer—it became the touchstone of the Church’s teaching about the Incarna-
tion. The Council of Ephesus in 431 insisted that the holy Fathers were right in calling the holy vir-
gin Theotokos. At the end of this particular session, crowds of people marched through the street
shouting: “Praised be the Theotokos!” The tradition reaches to our own day. In its chapter on Mary’s
role in the Church, Vatican II’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church calls Mary “Mother of God” 12
times.

Reflection

Other themes come together at today’s celebration. It is the Octave of Christmas: Our remembrance of
Mary’s divine motherhood injects a further note of Christmas joy. It is a day of prayer for world peace:
Mary is the mother of the Prince of Peace. It is the first day of a new year: Mary continues to bring
new life to her children—who are also God’s children. ~Excerpts taken from Franciscan Media

ADNE A J

Join us in celebrating the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
~ Holy Day of Obligation ~

Vigil Mass, Tuesday, 12/31/18 — 5:30pm in Church
Feast Day Mass, Wednesday — 9:00am in Church

THURSDAY 01.02.20 FRIDAY 01.03.20 SATURDAY 01.04.20 SUNDAY 01.05.20

6:30am Georgia Ann Bauer 6:30am Xavier & Norma Grither 9:00am The Mustard Seed Com-  8:00 am Harland Stroud
8:00am Jackie Morgan 8:00am Debbie Gilbert munity 10:00 am Rosalie Seikel
5:00 pm Janet Grote 12:00 pm Frank Keeven
1st Reading: Eph 4:1-7,11-13 1stReading: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6 5:30 pm People of the Parish
Gospel: Mt 23:8-12 Gospel: Jn 1:29-34 1st Reading: Ps 98 1, 79 1st Reading: Is 60:1-6
7:30 - 8:00am Church 7:30 - 8:00am Church Gospel: Jn 1:35-42 2nd Reading: Eph 3:2-3, 5-6
Or by appointment Or by appointment 4:00-4:45pm Church Gospel: Mt 2:1-12
7:00pm Legion of Mary Or by appointment Hospitality Weekend
Rooms D/E 8:00am RCIA Multipurpose room

Life Teen Hall C



Holy Family...Pillar of Formation

December 29th, 2019

“...living the
truth in love,
we should
grow in every
way into
Him...from
whom the
whole body,
held and
joined
together by
every
supporting
ligament
brings about
the body’s
growth and
builds itself
in love.”

- Ephesians
4:15-16

Adult Formation

NOTE: A social

gathering will follow
each evening service to
enhance our feeling of
parish community.

Fr. Jim will be available
for informal chats and
questions and answers.
He will also be selling
his book and famous
mother’s spaghetti sauce!
So that all may attend,
other parish functions
will be canceled during
the Mission and babysit-
ting will be provided.

')

Assumption Church

Who is a Mission for?
The mission is for all people, from inactive to very active. It is for all ages and for any stage in life
- married, single, divorce, separated, widowed, etc. We particularly invite those who want to know
more about the church today and how faith can take an active role in the everyday experiences of

our lives.

0'Fallon, MO

7pm-8pm
Reception
Following

(Peviish Mission

Featuring Fr. Jim Sichko
#60Minutes with Jesus

el

**ASSUMPTION PARISH MISSION**

What is a Mission?
A mission is a time of special grace when God call us into a deeper relationship with Him, a time
for personal growth, a time to listen, and a time of spiritual refreshment and invigoration.

T

Mon. Jan. 27 thru
Wed. Jan. 29, 2020

Babysitting
available




Holy Family...Pillar of Formation December 29th, 2019

ASSUMPTION CALENDAR

L R All nights end around 8:30pm unless noted

Sun Dec 29 - Life Night: 9 Square in the Air Night! (Hall C/Gym) - 6:45pm

Wed Jan 1 - NO West House Wednesday (New Years Day)

O

Sun Jan 5 - Life Night: "That They May All Be One" (Hall C) - 6:45pm

Wed Jan 8 - West House Wednesday (West House) - 7pm

Sun Jan 12 - Life Night: "That They May All Be One, Part 2" (Hall C) - 6:45pm

Wed Jan 15 - West House Wednesday (West House) - 7pm
Sun Jan 19 - Life Night: "Pro-Life Night" (Hall C) - 6:45pm
Wed Jan 22 - NO West House Wednesday (March for Life)
Sun Jan 26 - NO Life Night (March for Life)

LIFE TEEN: @ @assumption_LT

Don't miss out on Luke 18 2020!
Registration Link and General Info on the
Assumption Life Teen Webpage:

assumptionbvm.org/Youth-Ministry/Life-Teen

CYC Golf Registration: We are now accepting
registration for CYC Golf through Feb 2, 2020.
Open to boys and girls, Grades 1-8. Please sign up
at aaa63366003.sportssignup.com

Any questions, please contact Jeff LaBarge at

Jjslabarge@yahoo.com or 314-495-9198.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE:

During Catholic School’s week, which is January 26-January 31,
2020, we remember with gratitude all Catholic educators who
have gone before us...we celebrate our current students, teachers,
and families...and we continue to look toward a future with great
hope. Assumption School is a vibrant, faith-filled, educational
environment where children grow into the person God intends.
Our mission is to transform our students through the power of
faith and knowledge, inspiring each to bring Christ to the world.
Maybe you are wondering if your children can experience the
rich tradition of a Catholic education—come and see! We begin
our weeklong celebration with Mass at 10am followed by Open
House, on Sunday, January 26, 2020 from 11am-1pm. Join
us to see what’s happening in our classrooms and visit with our
amazing faculty and staff. We hope to visit with you at any time
between 11am-1pm and don’t forget to take a few minutes to talk
with our principal about our faith-formation and academic pro-
grams. We look forward to spending time with you!

k] @assumption_life_teen

FORMATION

Continuous

conversion

of mind and

heart

"Following

Jesus is the
work of a =<
4 Assumption Life Teen lifetime" O
=
8TH Grade “Luker” Registration Open! =3
=
PN :
=
iu%e /. 5
£ :
(o
(o)
-

March 20-22
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL
REGISTRATION:

On Sunday, January 26, 2020, from 11am-1pm,
Assumption School is accepting registrations for
families who do not have an Infant/Toddler/
Primary Montessori or Pre-K or Kindergarten
child currently enrolled in our pro-

gram. (Registration will be sent home for cur-
rently enrolled Montessori/Pre-K/Kindergartener
on a different date.) All new families interested
in enrolling their Infant/Toddler/Primary Montes-
sori, Pre-K and Kindergarten aged children, will
need to go to the school gym to fill out paper
work. Please bring with you your child's baptis-
mal record, birth certificate and registration fee
(current registration fee: Infant/Toddler/Primary
Montessori and Pre-K is $125 and Kindergarten
is $250.)



St. Vincent de Paul December 29th, 2019

SERVICE:

S AW C|/CRYBODY CUT LOOSE...
AND JOIN US FOR OUR
L | 7T ANNUAL PRODUCTION!

g Friday. January 10, 7:00pm

> Saturday., January 11 at 7:00pm

- sunday. January 12 at 3:00pm

Amy E. Dickherber Performing Arts Center
St. Dominic High School i
; } P ., dhaes .

For more information or to purchase‘tickets by phone
contact: Cathy Pescarino at 636-485-5221.




St. Vincent de Paul ... Pillar of Service (%) ((O7A% December 29th, 2019

ALL Are Invited to Invite a Friend to Mass! =R

- —

January 5/6 - Each and every first weekend of the month, you are invited to & invite someone
you know who may not be church-going on a regular basis to: Come to Mass!

Pope Francis said, “Those who have opened their hearts to God’s love, heard his voice and received
his light, cannot keep this gift to themselves. Since faith is hearing and seeing, it is also handed on as
word and light.”

Let’s be inexplicably kind, patient, compassionate, and thankful. Let’s let our unconditional,

unwarranted goodness and joy take others by surprise and stir them to wonder why we’re like that. SERVICE:
Then, let’s be ready to extend the gentle invitation: “Come with me and find out.” Love in
action
Prayer — Jesws, may others know You Hhwough Me “Truly | tell
MONTESSORI e
whatever
. L ” you did for
IN FANT With Loving | one of
Sympathy the least
TODDLER of these

Please pray for the repose ~ brothers and
P RI MARY of the soul of: sisters of

mine, you
CLASSROOMS U CUION) gy SO
Husband of Tammy Calloway
Matthew
Perpetual Help 25:40
ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS FOR THE Devotions | w
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR. and the Rosary: ‘
Join us each Tuesday evening m
at 6:15pm for the recitation of >
the Rosary, live organ music, s.
and perpetual help prayers in 0
the Chapel. fD
Pray the Rosary Before
Weekend Masses:
Join us in Church 30 minutes
before each weekend Mass, for
the Rosary. We will gather and
pray before the Holy Family
Statue.
Our Gifts to God and Parish
We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation, and your financial support of Assumption Parish.
December 8, 2019 7/1/2019 - 12/8/2019
Envelopes (467)& On Line $ 47572 % 781,762
Loose $ 1,148 $ 26,242
Total $ 48720 $ 808,004 NOT UPDATED DUE TO
Needed to sustain our mission $824,000 EARLY BULLETIN
Loan Balance as of 11/30/2019: $1,562,355 TRANSMISSION.
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1Peter 4:10




Holy Family...Pillar of Formation December 29th, 2019

December 29, 2019 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
SIR 3:2-6, 12-14; PS 128: 1-5; COL 3:12-21 or COL 3:12-17; MT 2:13-15; 19-23

Today, as we continue celebrating the Christmas season, we focus our atten-
tion on the Holy Family. This is a great time to thank God for the gift of fam- |
ily life. The Catechism of the Catholic Church refers to the family as the
“domestic church,” so today’s feast is a fitting time to consider the im-
portance of the virtue of the stewardship pillar of hospitality within the con-
text of our own domestic churches.

Why is hospitality so important? Well, we can hardly expect our family members to pray together,
study their faith, and serve others if we have a home where we are disconnected from each other,

or the atmosphere is stressful and tense. Of course there will be moments like this. But we must be
intentional in creating homes where everyone feels accepted and important. We want our homes to
be the place to get recharged to go out and bring love to everyone we encounter outside our home.

This is not easy, but we can turn to the Holy Family for help. Lest we think that the Holy Family is
somehow unable to sympathize with our struggles, we see in our Gospel passage from Matthew
that this Family was certainly not free from trials and stress; quite the contrary. The very life of the
newborn Jesus was threatened by Herod’s extreme jealousy such that the family had to flee sud-
denly into a foreign land for protection until Herod’s death. Yet Mary and Joseph remained united
and ever obedient to the Holy Spirit for direction. Who better to turn to for help and inspi-

ration for our own families? ~ Excerpts from: Catholic Diocese of Wichita

I B eyon d Sunda Y Scholarship Application Period Opens
Education Soon for 2020-2021 School Year!

Faith | Community
The open application period for Beyond Sunday Scholarships, from the Archdiocese of St. Louis,
is almost here! Families seeking Catholic education for their elementary or high school children
can begin applying for scholarships on January 27th. The application period will run through Feb-
ruary 28, 2020. To apply, go to ttef-stl.org/beyond-Sunday.

Can YOU drive a Golf Cart?

o 0o We Need YOU!

The Golf Cart Ministry is seecking Golf Cart
Drivers for the 5:00 pm Saturday and Noon
Sunday Masses. Ministry members receive
much Joy helping fellow parishioners who oth-
erwise would be unable to attend Mass due to
physical restrictions. For additional information
or to volunteer please contact Jim O’Loughlin
at 314-606-0048 or joloughlin55@gmail.com.

Women’s Retreat: February 8/9

For more information:

tim.berry@pharma.com

“...living the
truth in love,
we should
grow in every
way into
Him...from
whom the
whole body,
held and
joined
together by
every
supporting
ligament
brings about
the body’s
growth and
builds itself
in love.”

- Ephesians
4:15-16

Men’s Retreat: February 22/23

Women’s Retreat contact: Kim Thornhill, (918) 381-7459
or thornhillproductions@gmail.com
Men’s Retreat contact: Tim Berry, 401-318-0266 or

uoljew.iod }|npy

OFFICE INFORMATION
403 N Main Street, O’Fallon MO 63366
636.240.3721 Parish Office

BULLETIN NOTICES
Submit to Parish Office
(peggy-assumption@yahoo.com)

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Religious instruction in the Catholic faith. Call
636.240.1020 for information or to register.

636.272.3838 Fax by Tuesday 9:00am
Office Hours - Weekdays 8:30am—4:00pm WEBSITE MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION
ST VINCENT DE PAUL TR L Sl TS Bobin a 636,795 261 1. and for information
636.272.4758 (Helpline) facebook.com/@t,.assumpgonmedia regarding our grief suy;port series, which is held
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL assumphionpans twice per year, contact Lynn Crews at
636.240.4474 6Hh O 294.0821.
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