Assumption of the Plessed \/irgin Marg

JANUARY 5, 2025

May you find Christ here ... May you bring Christ to the world

THE EPIPHANY
OF THE LORD

They were overjoyed at seeing the
star, and on entering the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother.

They prostrated themselves and
did him homage. Then they opened
their treasures and offered him gifts

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
- Mt 2:10-11

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

SACRAMENTS AND PARISH INFORMATION

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the Parish Office, 636-240-3721. Select Option #2.

BAPTISM
Baptism is scheduled every Sunday at 1:15pm. Baptism preparation
class is required. Call Angie Gloriod, ext 235.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Contact the Parish Office six months in advance. One party must be
a registered member of Assumption and living an active, practicing
Catholic life. Contact Angie Gloriod at the Parish Office, ext 235.

CONFESSION
Weekdays 7:30-7:50am; Saturdays 4—4:45pm; or by appointment.

CONFIRMATION

Preparation begins in September for students entering eighth grade.
For more information, call Holly Woytus, 636-240-1020.

FIRST COMMUNION

Preparation begins in September for students entering second grade.
For more information, call Holly Woytus, 636-240-1020.

FUNERALS
Please call Debbie Orf at the Parish Office at 636-240-3721, ext 221.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (formally RCIA)
Process through which adults are initiated into the Catholic Church by
Baptism or Profession of Faith. Contact Missy Lowrey, 314-630-3983.
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Hello,

In the booklet called the ‘Ordo,” (which tells us what prayers
and readings and other things to use for every Mass
throughout the year), it states “On the Epiphany, there is
an ancient custom of announcing the dates of movable
teasts for the coming year. This proclamation has been used
in connection with the blessing and distribution of
calendars.” This year we were going to have calendars for
parishioners, and we hoped to have them by Thanksgiving so people could
start filling them in as appointments got scheduled, but as of today, December
26, I still haven’t seen them. Hopetfully we have them by Epiphany.

Anyways, instead of making a long proclamation at Mass, I figured I would
print them here: (announcement from the USCCB)

Know, dear brethren (brothers and sisters), that, as we have rejoiced at
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, so by leave of God's mercy we
announce to you also the joy of his Resurrection, who is our Savior.

On the fifth day of March will fall Ash Wednesday,
and the beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten season.

On the twentieth day of April you will celebrate with joy Easter Day,
the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ.

On the first day of June will be the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the eighth day of June, the feast of Pentecost.

On the twenty-second day of June, the feast of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ.

On the thirtieth day of November, the First Sunday of the Advent of
our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is honor and glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

You might notice that really all of these days depend upon one day, Easter,
from which you could calculate the others if you were willing to take the time.
[ included the introduction to the dates that can be made for the proclamation
because I think, other than the fact of calendars, it gives the reason for this
proclamation, that even though we are celebrating the Nativity, all of this is
connected to the joy of the Resurrection. We celebrate God among us here,
but look forward to being with Him in heaven.

Peace,

Fr. Nick
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ASSUMPTION PRAYER CHAPEL

= Adoration is available 24/7 in the Chapel (the
"+ _;, old church) by using the code at the north
" transit entrance. You can call or come to the
Church Office to receive the code. Please
. note: the doors will be locked from 11am-
2pm on Tuesdays for safety protocol.

EXPOSITION is on Tuesdays 9am—10pm, and available
through the Rosary at 6:15pm, followed by our Mother
of Perpetual Help Devotions and Benediction to close.

During Eucharistic Exposition, when the Eucharist is in
the monstrance and exposed, an adorer must be present.
If you are interested in being an adorer, visit
assumptionbvm.weadorehim.com to sign up and choose a
time. Thank you!

PRAY THE ROSARY BEFORE
WEERKEND MASSES

Please join us in Church 30 minutes before
each weekend Mass for the Rosary (except
5:30 pm Mass on Sundays.) We gather and
pray before the Holy Family Statue.

15¥% IN LOVING MEMORY OF

% Jim Leah é;‘
husband of Dot Leah ,v_ﬁjv'}'
HOSPITALITY SUNDAY
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5

Join us in the Parish Center
after the 8am, 10am and
noon Mass for donuts, milk,
: juice, coffee, bagels, and a
huge dose of fellowship!

. If you are new to the parish,
don't forget to visit our
hospitality table and
register at

Assumption or pick up a Welcome Ej‘!r

Packet. We are so excited you are i ﬁ,ﬁ""

here! Scan the QR Code with your

smartphone to learn more about
registration.

EPIPHANY HOME BLESSING

¥ One 1nterest1ng custom for
f Epiphany is for families to
. ask God's blessing on our
own homes. The ritual calls
" for parents to mark, with
b ! blessed chalk, the main
entrance door w1th the initials of the Magi and a code
of the current year.

This year's mark will be 20 + C+ M + B + 25

The numbers stand for the year in which the blessing
is inscribed (2025). The letters stand for the names
traditionally given the Magi who found the Christ
Child: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They are
also an abbreviation for the Latin blessing: Christus
mansionem benedicat, or "Christ bless this dwelling."
Blessed chalk will be available after masses this
weekend.

Before the blessing, gather your family at the main
entrance to your home. All make the sign of the cross.

Parent: “Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and
homes with peace. Blessed be God forever.”

Family: “Blessed be God forever.”

Parent/Reader: (reading from Sacred Scripture) “And
behold, the star that they had seen at its rising
preceded them, until it came and stopped over the
place where the child was. They were overjoyed at
seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw
the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated
themselves and did him homage.” Matt 2:10-11

Parent imparts the blessing: “Lord God of heaven and
earth, you revealed your only begotten son to every
nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house
and all who inhabit it. Fill them with the light of
Christ, that their concern for others may reflect
Your love. We ask this though Christ, our Lord.”

Family: “Amen.”

Then the parent sprinkles holy water on those
gathered and sprinkles it about the home.
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" Concert and Choral *

Showcase

Monday January 6, 2025 | 7pm
at St. Joseph Parish, Cottleville, MO

Featuring choirs and ensembles of:
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (O’Fallon),
Immaculate Conception (Dardenne Prairie),
Immaculate Heart of Mary (New Melle),

St. Joseph (Cottleville), \
St. Patrick (Wentzville),
St. Paul (St. Paul)

Hosted by
St. Joseph Parish
1355 Motherhead Rd
St. Charles, MO 63304

50 PLUS CLUB MEETING
JANUARY 27

Thanks to all who brought salads and
desserts for the Christmas party! Join us
tor our next 50 Plus Club meeting on

Monday, January 27 at 6:30pm in Hall C.

@ We are in need of a refreshment
organizer for the meetings. This person
would coordinate volunteers to bring desserts and
handle set—up of the paper goods before the meetings.

We also need 56 volunteers to bring desserts to the
January meeting.

Interested in helping? Contact Kim Thornhill at 918-
381-7459.

SUNDAY 1.5.25
ECCRITU RN 8:00am  Judy Grieshaber
Intentions 10:00am Sibley Schrader
12:00pm Dennis Bange

MONDAY 1.6.25

6:30am  Myrtle Kessler
(special intention)

8:00am Norbert and John

ASSUMPTION BLOOD DRIVE
NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 12

Assumption Parish will be hosting
another blood drive next Sunday,
January 12, 9am-1:30pm, in the Parish
Hall and we look forward to welcoming
you there! If you have not donated blood
since November 17, you are eligible to donate at this
drive. Donations are by appointment only. Go to
bloodcenter.org/group, scan the QR Code, g
or call ImpactLife at 800-747-5401 to &

schedule your appointment. Use group t
code 9007 when scheduling. %‘ !

Helpful Blood Donor Reminders:

¢ Picture ID is required.

¢ Get eight hours of sleep and eat a hearty evening
and morning meal.

¢ To help stabilize your blood pressure, drink lots of
water (and minimize caffeine). Your body will lose
about two cups of fluid during donation, so being
fully hydrated is important.

ImpactLife’'s EARLYQ system is available on the
website. Donors are able to complete their Donor
History Questionnaire within 24 hours of their
appointment.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 2

Y Worldwide Marriage Encounter
workdwide presents weekend experiences
Marriage  for married couples to rekindle
encounter romance, enhance meaningful

communication, and deepen and renew commitment.
Join us at the Courtyard Marriott in St. Peters. Sign-
up now as space is limited.

For more information or to apply, go to wwme.org, or
call Terry and Eric Engholm at 814-649-7317.

TUESDAY 1.7.25 WEDNESDAY 1.8.25
6:30am  Priests Intention 6:30am  Priests Intention
8:00am  Kevin Schneider 8:00am  Judy Grieshaber

5:30pm  Joel Brock Rothermich
Reconciliation &R 7:30-7:50am Church
By Appointment or by appointment

7:30-7:50am Church
or by appointment

7:30-7:50am Church
or by appointment


file:///C:/Users/suzann%20cross/Documents/Weekend%20Pillar%20Stuff/4.2021%20Experience%20Bulletin%20Announcement.docx
http://www.bloodcenter.org/group
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JANUARY CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTO SESSIONS AVAILABLE

For those who have not scheduled an appointment, the January shoot dates are filling up fast, so register now!

¢ Tuesday, January 14 from 2—-8:30pm
¢ Wednesday, January 15 from 2—8:30pm
¢ Thursday, January 16 from 2—8:30pm

The photos will be taken in the Meyer Room of the Parish Center, and
parishioners should check-in at the table before meeting with the
photographer. An email reminder with these details will be sent to all who |
have a January appointment. As soon as the January dates are full, the |
appointment dates for the week of February 11-15 will be available.

Assumption would love to have all 8,200 families participate in the NEW |
Church Photo Directory! There is no charge to participate and no :z:,‘t
obligation to purchase anything. Every family photographed will receive a
complementary 8 x 10° portralt and complementary printed directory, as [
well as the opportunity to win a raffle for participating. Pets are welcome

¢ Friday, January 17 from 2-8:30pm
¢ Saturday, January 18 from 10am—4:30pm

and multi-generation photos encouraged! I'amilies with 6 or more members should book two back—to—back sessions.

Go to ucdir.com and click on the red banner, “Photography Session Sign Up” to book your photo session and use:

¢ Church Code: mo373 and Church

¢ Password: photos
And then follow the prompts.

If you need more assistance registering or need to change or cancel your photography session, contact Nancy Gomer,

636-240-3721 ext. 239.

O’FALLON KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS #2269
UPCOMING EVENTS

Queen of Hearts raffle: Join us every
Tuesday for our weekly raffle. Doors (Q%l\ﬂgl?@f
tHea

open at 5pm with drawing at 7pm. Food
and beverages available for purchase.

Mark your calendar for our upcoming |
events (more information coming soon)

¢ Fish Fry | February 7

¢ Mouse Races | FFebruary 8
¢ Superbowl Party | February 9

THURSDAY 1.9.25
6:30am  Judy Bomar

8:00am  Bobby Wagner

FRIDAY 1.10.25
6:30am

8:00am

Priests Intention

Eugene and Dolores
Orf

7:30-7:50am Church
or by appointment

7:30-7:50am Church
or by appointment

LADIES WHITE HOUSE RETREAT
REGISTRATION ENDS JANUARY 13

Spend some time with the Lord and with Assumption
Ladies. The retreat will be held at the White House
Retreat Center, 7400 Christopher Dr. in St. Louis.
The retreat begins on Thursday, February 27,
with check—in from 4:30-6:30pm, and ends after
lunch on Sunday, March 2.

The cost of the retreat is $425 per participant for retreat
participation, lodging and meals. If you are unable to
pay, a free-will offering is taken after the retreat and
participants are asked to give what they are able.

To reserve your spot, please contact Mary Keen,
mlkeen155@icloud.com or 636-699-0407. Space is
limited. No reservations taken after January 13.

SATURDAY 1.11.25
8:00am Fr. Edmund Igboanusi

5:00pm William Rebello

SUNDAY 1.12.25
8:00am  Priests Intention
10:00am People of the Parish
12:00pm Mary Ann Brakensick
5:30pm  Robert E. Matonis

4:00-4:45pm Church
or by appointment

By Appointment


mailto:mlkeen155@icloud.com

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish January 5, 2025
GROW WITH US!

PRE-K - 8TH GRADE

Assumption Offers

« Faith-Based, Private School Education
« Safe, Nurturing Environment

« 8:1 Student-Educator Ratio,
including learning consultants

\ o =

« Rigorous Curriculum,
exceeds math & reading national average

: « Early Childhood Program
+ X-STREAM Classroom & Gifted Program
‘ « STEM, Robotics & Spanish
 Therapy Dog

AS&O 23l

LEARNING... (O « Free Before-School Care
) Js.VN'Ef"' v + Certified Nature Explore Classroom
( CHRIST! « State-of-the-Art Campus
>_f « After-School, Summer & Athletic Programs

OPEN HOUSE/TOURS

Sunday, Jan. 26
11a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Why Choose Assumption?

Scan the QR code to learn more about
why Assumption Catholic School
has been a leader in education
for over 150 years.

Change the equation for success [

Scan QR code for scholarship information,
including the MOScholars initiative.

203 W Third Street | O’Fallon, MO 63366
636-240-4474 | assumptionbvmschool.org
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ASSUMPTION SECOND GRADE STUDENTS
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

During the first week of December, our second grade students had the opportunity to ﬂ

receive God’s never—ending mercy through the sacrament of Reconciliation. After many
months of preparing in the classroom and at home, they nervously stepped into the

—

confessional for the first time. As they came out, many with huge smiles on their sweet faces,

it was clear they experienced God’s boundless love, forgiveness, and grace. Our prayer is

that they grow in their relationship with God, and may they always remember that His love

and forgiveness are infinite. We are so proud of our second—grade students, and we look

forward to celebrating their continued journey in the Church. Thank you for your continued = * %L . L
prayers for these boys and girls who will now begin preparations for their First Holy Communion.

Calvin Ash
Lincoln Black
Harper Bray
Andrew Bryant
Maverick Bunton
Hazel Capistrant
Tucker Carley
James Clapp
Mackenzie Cobb-Bowen
Tallulah Copeland
Ava Cramsey
Oscar Davis

Kade Etling
Woodson Frese
Vito Fuentes

Jack Geiser

In Christ,
Holly Woytus

Director of Religious Education

Stella Grither
Samara Harris
Peter Henry
Aubrey Hoft
Emily Hoft
Khristian Hunt
Olivia Jennings
Nolan Jones
Asher Lakebrink
Claire LaVoi
Olivia Lehmann
Oliver Lepper
Michael Lifritz
Narciso Lopez
Riley Mader
Wren Markus

Audrey McMahon
Everly Meyer
Margaret Meyer
Lillian Mills
Samantha Mininni
Ava Mitchell

Leah Mitchell
Guinevere Munzer
Kaylin Nowak
Clara Penn

Diego Perez
Rhett Poelker
Penelope Ragland
Silas Ramsey
Logan Reesor

Giulio Sallustio

Alfonso Sanchez-Gavier
Faith Scott

Gwenyth Schmittling
William Schulte
Eleanor Shook
Mason Smith

Emily Springwater
Amelia Steimel
Caroline Steimel
Emelia Strzelec
McKellen Todd
Owen Walsh

Carver Wiggs

Quinn Wimsatt
Mason Yates

Vincent Zwilling

o

Yy @w-Birthright
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT BIRTHRIGHT ST. CHARLES

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE PRO-LIFE CAUSE!

Have you felt called to do more for mothers and the unborn? Birthright of St. Charles is looking for compassionate
volunteers right here in our community.

Could you be the one the Lord is calling to support a mom in need?

¢ Answer phones
¢ Greet walk—ins

¢ Make monthly check—in calls to connect with, encourage, and support client well-being.

We ask for just one half-day each week. Take the first step today! Complete a volunteer application by

scanning the QR Code or visit birthrightstcharles.org or scan the QR Code.



birthrightstcharles.org

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish January 5, 2025

WEDDINGS AND BAPTISMS

Congratulations to all the newly engaged couples and the arrival of all those new babies that were born over the past
several months! Assumption Church wants to celebrate the sacrament of Holy matrimony and Baptism with you.

Even if you do not need one of these sacraments now, the first thing you need to do, if you haven’t already, is
to register in the parish. This helps the parish communicate with parishioners, get to know you, and keep you
informed about what is happening in our congregation. You can stop by the office or even go online to our website,
assumptionbvm.org, and scroll down to the photo with “Register” in the middle of the page.

Baptism: The church recommends that you have your child baptized as soon as you can, so contact our parish
office at 636-240-3721 and register for a baptism class.

Wedding: Call the parish office at least 6 months prior to the wedding to begin preparations. In addition to
being sure that the church building is available for the date you desire, the Catholic Church also requires that a couple
goes through certain preparation for the wedding, which should start at least 6 months prior to the wedding.

To learn more about these sacraments and how they are celebrated at Assumption, visit us online at
assumptionabvm.org and click on “Sacraments,” and then call us to discuss securing a date.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

The O’Fallon Knights of Columbus #2269 would like to thank all the Parishioners who came to see this years show! We
hope you enjoyed the kids singing traditional Christmas songs and acting out the Joyous Mysteries. Thanks to all the
parents and adults that made this years show possible.

MINISTRY TRAINING COMING SOON

Sacristans (Pillar of Prayer — St. Francis) Mission Statement: We are the host, the server, and the guest for the
banquet of the Eucharistic celebration, prepared so that our parish community may experience Christ’s love and bring
Christ to the world.

Is God calling you to participate in the distribution of the Body and Blood of Christ to our parish community that we
may become one as the Body of Christ for the entire world?

If you are interested in joining this ministry, please contact Mary Keen at 636-699—0407 or at mlkeen155@icloud.com.
Training for this ministry will be provided.


mailto:mlkeen155@charter.net
http://www.assumptionbvm.org
http://www.assumptionabvm.org
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HELLO FROM ASSUMPTION YOUTH MINISTRY!

( ) Christmas and New Years greetings from Assumption Youth Ministry! It has been a
/ dynamic and powerful semester with both EDGE and Life Teen — the Holy Spirit is on the
move! We are so proud of the ways the young Church here at Assumption enters deeply into
LIFE TEEN| praver welcomes others, and are embracing their call to holiness as young people.

We will resume EDGE & Life Teen in January. We wish you all a Happy New Year!

/2025 EVENTS:
March 7—9: Luke 18 Retreat

June 1-7: EDGE Camp Hidden Lake
June 23—27: Life Teen Leadership Conference

July 18-20: Steubenville Youth Conference
Qly 27—August 2: Life Teen Camp Covecresy

Follow us on Social Media: QUESTIONS? Contact Becky Whitaker,
Director of Youth Minister; Life Teen Youth Minister

Inst : .
@assumption_life Itleser?izm@assumption edge 636-240-3721 ext. 243 or beckywhitaker@abvmtech.org
Facebook: Alejandro DeHerrera, EDGE Youth Minister (Middle School)

Assumption Life Teen and Assumption EDGE 636-240-3721 ext. 333 or alejandrodeherrera@abvmtech.org



mailto:beckywhitaker@abvmtech.org
mailto:alejandrodeherrera@abvmtech.org
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NOMINATIONS FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED

Is God calling you to serve as a member of the Assumption Parish Council? If so, please consider nominating yourself
or someone else by filling out the nomination form below and returning it to the Parish Office or the church collection
basket, or you can email Father Nick Kastenholz at nicholaskastenholz@archstl.org. We need nominations for
parishioners to serve on our Parish Council over the next three years. The Parish Council is comprised of 12 people
who serve three-year terms each, requiring four new people each year. The Parish Council assists the pastor in
tostering pastoral activity; they provide communications with the parish commissions and other committees, as well as
providing consultative advice at monthly parish council meetings.

Once we have received our nominations, the nominees will be contacted and we will have an evening where the
nominees can find out more specifically about what is involved as a Parish Council member to help them discern if this
is appropriate for them. New council members will be drawn from those accepting their nomination at Mass. If you
have any additional questions, please contact I'r. Nick or any of our current Parish Council members.

(Cut here and return bottom portion)

Parish Council Nominee

I am nominating for Assumption Parish Council.

Their contact information is: Phone:

Email:

My name 1is (if not nominating yourself)

My contact information is: ~ Phone:

Email:

OUR GIFTS TO GOD AND PARISH

Weekly Offertory | Dec 15,2024 | YTD 7/1/24 - 12/15/24 Loan taken out in 2013 for expansion of our school
Actual Collections $43,501 $945,007 Original Loan $3,306,127
Budget Target $50,000 $970.000 Current balance owed $386,152
Surplus / (Shortfall) $(6,499) $(24,993) Monthly payment - $20,923
Last expected payment will be in May 2026.
0
T We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation, -
STEWA IS,,D,(,§(I;I/,I/,P an%l your ﬁnaicial sugport of Assumgtion Parish. g:qf:;@.
The Bible Teaches It (Mal 3:10-12) [f you would like to give online, please go to: Fi’qﬁ-‘_ﬁr}
We Believe It (Acts 4:32-36) assumptionbvm.org/Our-Parish/Online-Giving [t
God Honors It (Gen 14:18-20) or scan the QR Code and create an account. SCAN ME
TITHING

OFFICE INFORMATION

ADDRESS/PHONE/HOURS BULLETIN NOTICES PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
403 N Main Street, O’Fallon MO 63366 Submit to Parish Office Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
636-240-3721 Parish Office Bulletin.assumption@gmail.com Call 636-240-1020 for information
by 9am on the Tuesday before Sunday’s or to register.

Hours: Monday—Thurs 8am—4pm

Friday $am-3pm edition (five days prior)

SOCIAL MEDIA
ASSUMPTION SCHOOL Website: assumptionbvm.org MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION

636-240-4474 For one-on-one grief support, or

) ) information regarding our grief support

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL Facebook.com: @assumptionparish series, which is held twice per year,
636-272-4758 (Helpline) Youtube: @assumptionmedial contact Lynn Crews at 314-578-0741.

Instagram: @abvmofallon



mailto:Bulletin.assumption@gmail.com
assumptionbvm.org
https://assumptionbvm.org/Our-Parish/Online-Giving
mailto:nicholaskastenholz@archstl.org

