Assumption of the Plessed Virgin Marg

APRIL 6, 2025

May you find Christ here ... May you bring Christ to the world

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the Parish Office, 636-240-3721. Select Option #2.

BAPTISM
Baptism is scheduled every Sunday at [:15pm. Baptism
preparation class is required. Call Angie Gloriod, ext 235.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE
Contact the Parish Office six months in advance. One party must
be a registered member of Assumption and living an active,
practicing Catholic life. Contact Angie Gloriod at the Parish
Office, ext 235.

CONFESSION
Weekdays 7:30-7:50am; Saturdays 4-4:45pm; or by appointment.
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CONFIRMATION
Preparation begins in September for students entering eighth
grade. For more information, call Holly Woytus, 636-240-1020.

FIRST COMMUNION
Preparation begins in September for students entering second
grade. For more information, call Holly Woytus, 636-240-1020.

FUNERALS
Please call Debbie Collins at the Parish Office at 636-240-3721,
ext 221.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (formally RCIA)
Process through which adults are initiated into the Catholic Church by
Baptism or Profession of Faith. Contact Missy Lowrey, 314-630-3983.
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Hello,

Next week, we celebrate Palm Sunday. Since I usually focus on
something else coming up during Holy Week in that bulletin,
I thought I would give us a little preparation for Palm Sunday
today. The Church’s official title for the day is “Palm Sunday
of the Passion of the Lord,” which includes the two main parts
that are different for this Sunday that are to a level that we all
are aware and remember them — the palms in the beginning of
Mass and the reading of the Passion at the Gospel.

The Mass is preceded by the commemoration of Jesus’s entrance into Jerusalem.
When people enter the church, they pick up palms, which they will keep as a part
of this commemoration. This can take place in a procession from another church
or suitable location, and then the procession leads to and into the church, or as we
normally do it here, done as a solemn entrance that will be contained within the

church building.

Instead of processing up to the altar, the priest will begin at the baptismal font
with a greeting and then a blessing of the palms, moving through the church to
bless the palms that all in the Church are holding. After this, the Gospel is
proclaimed of the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem where he is recognized and
honored. If you look at the Gospels, you will realize that this isn’t immediately
tfollowed by the Last Supper and Jesus” crucifixion, but there is a period of Jesus
teaching in Jerusalem before those occur.

The Gospel reading is then followed by what is termed a solemn entrance. For
this, we encourage all who are mobile to come back to the Narthex (entrance) of
the church, follow the priest, deacon, and servers in procession towards the altar,
and then return to their seats. At most parishes I have been simply the priest,
deacon and servers would process in, but the size of our Narthex and layout of
our church allows us to more fully participate in a procession, even if we are not
coming from a distant place from the church itself. The Church considers this
important enough that it is clearly set out in the Roman Missal that provides the
prayers and instructions for the celebration of Mass, and I think it is fair to say it
does help us to recognize the special nature of this day and to enter into the
special time of Holy Week.

When we read the second Gospel for this Mass, the reading of the Passion of
Christ, it is normally done in parts, with three parts, the Narrator, the Voice, and
Jesus, being read by different ministers, and then the congregation reading the
part of the Crowd. In some ways, the reading of the Passion on Palm Sunday has
always seemed strange to me, as we will also read it on Good Friday, and it even
includes the Last Supper, which we celebrate on Holy Thursday. This can seem a
little redundant, but on Holy Thursday and Good Friday, we are able to focus
more on just those specific events, and on Palm Sunday, it provides good
preparation for the entire period of Holy Week.

4

The instructions in the Roman Missal for after the reading of the Passion says, “a
briet homily should take place, if appropriate.” The previous instructions before
2011 had stated, “a brief homily may be given.” You will get to find out next
week how the priest interprets that instruction.

Peace,

Fr. Nick
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ASSUMPTION PRAYER CHAPEL

Adoration is available 24/7 in the Chapel (the
old church) by using the code at the north
*' transit entrance. You can call or come to the
. Church Office to receive the code. Please
2 note: the doors will be locked from 11am-
2pm on Tuesdays for safety protocol.

EXPOSITION is on Tuesdays 9am—10pm, and available
through the Rosary at 5:15pm, followed by our Mother
of Perpetual Help Devotions. Exposition resumes after
the 6pm Mass until 10pm.

During Eucharistic Exposition, when the Eucharist is in
the monstrance and exposed, an adorer must be present.
If you are interested in being an adorer, visit
assumptionbvm.weadorehim.com to sign up and choose a
time. Thank you!

PRAY THE ROSARY BEFORE
WEEKEND MASSES

Please join us in Church 80 minutes before
each weekend Mass for the Rosary (except
5:30 pm Mass on Sundays.) We gather and
pray before the Holy Family Statue.

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY

IN THE PARISH CENTER
FOLLOWING 8 AM, 10 AM & NOON MASS

FIT AND FUNCTIONAL
EXERCISE CLASS

Fit and FUNctional Exercise classes
at Assumption are going STRONG,
and we started a new 8 week
session on Tuesday, April 1 at
> 8:45am in the Parish Center!

This exercise class, geared towards folks 50+, and
taught by a Physical Therapist, is intended to
accommodate various activity levels to improve
strength, flexibility, balance, and mobility. We use
resistance bands and small hand weights. Resistance
bands are provided in class, or feel free to bring your
own.

Join us for all or some of the classes! We work
hard, but we have fun, too!! We meet twice a week,
but if you can only make it once a week, no problem!
If you have any questions, call or just come join us
at any class.

When: Tuesday/Thursday, 8:45am-9:45am.
Where: Parish Center (usually in Hall C)

Cost: $50 for 8 weeks/ 16 classes

Questions? Contact Debbie Gentry, P'T at 314-306-
2697 or AtHomePartnersLLLC@gmail.com
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pisaster SPECIAL DISASTER RELIEF COLLECTION
EXTENDED, APRIL 5-6

Envelopes marked “Disaster Relief Offering” are still available in the Narthex and can be
returned in the containers located in the Church Narthex over the next few weeks or placed
. in the collection baskets during Mass. The funds raised will assist individuals and families as
J-‘ 3 they begin the difficult process of recovery and rebuilding. Contributions will be forwarded to
ol s Catholic Charities, which will ensure that resources are distributed where they are needed most.

Thank you for your generous contributions and support.

O’FALLON KNIGHTS ATTENTION MEN OF
OF COLUMBUS #2269 ASSUMPTION PARISH

Our Church and our World needs you, man of God!
Join us every Tuesday for our weekly raffle. Doors

Join us Saturday, April 12 in
/R the lower hall of the Knights of
open at 5pm with drawing at 7pm. Food and h Columbus building for another

l-oeverages available for purchase. This week’s jackpot THAT MAN IS YOU! great.session of TMIY. Our start
is $7,345. srcoune s s sovs omvven | time 1S 7:15am with breakfast, a
short video, table discussion, and then we’ll have you
on your way by 8:30am. If you missed other
sessions, no worries! We hope to see you this
weekend!

Queen of Hearts raffle | Every Tuesday

E
i

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Our Spring 2025 Semester of “That Man is
You!” (TMIY) continues on Saturday mornings, now
through May 3.

This week’s session is “The Crucifixion”
Speaker: Mark Hartfiel
e How can the hour of Our Lord’s death be the hour
of His glory?

e Jesus on the Cross i1s the Incarnation of the
Father’s love.

5-7 PM - FRIDAYS 2025
LENT: March 7, 14, 21 & 28 and April 4, 11 & 18

e The Father continues to descend into our darkest
moments to offer us forgiveness.

FISH OR CHICKEN AVAILABLE
$16 Dinner includes 3 sides
$15 Dine-in Senior Rate
$11 Sandwich Plate includes 1 side
$5 Kids Plate (13 and under)

< COUNCIL #2269
\@F/ 202 W 3rd Street, O’Fallon

e Love as Jesus’ loved, by laying down your life for
others, starting within your own family.

e Love is a choice, and it is expressed through
action.

e God is Love. Be love for others .

For more information, contact Deacon Richard Tadlock
at 314-397-2433 or DeaconRichard@charter.net.
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SUNDAY 4.6.25 MONDAY 4.7.25 TUESDAY 4.8.25 WEDNESDAY 4.9.25
Mass Times 8:00am  People of the Parish 6:30am Betty Trendle 6:30am Priests Intention 6:30am Mary Ann Huber
?nntgntions 10:00am Thomas Steitz 8:00am Kevin Duffy 8:00am George Sames 8:00am Bertha Rose Jasper
12:00pm Gene Thornhill 6:00pm Kevin Schneider

5:30pm  Morgan Wilcox (Chapel)

_ 7:30-7:50am Church 7:30-7:50am Church 7:30-7:50am Church
Reconciliation EEIFNTSNENT: or by appointment or by appointment or by appointment
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HIPPITY-HOPPIN’ ALL THE WAY...
THE EASTER BUNNY ARRIVES
PALM SUNDAY!

The eighth Annual Easter Egg Hunt is back, Palm
Sunday, April 18! Children ages 12 and under and
their parents are invited to join us for the 8 am, 10 am
or noon Mass, and then head to the upper soccer field
to meet the Easter Bunny and hunt for hidden eggs.
The Assumption Men’s Group sponsors the free, age-
appropriate hunts with lots of fun and prizes.

Assumption 8th Annual

Palm Sunday
after 8AM, 10AM & 12PM Mass

‘ MEN;‘$‘;;§uP unda Ap il13
= M

Children attending should bring a basket and be
prepared to have a good time while searching for
candy- and toy-filled eggs. Hunters who find a golden
egg or ticket in the egg get a special prize. The Easter
Bunny will be available for family photos throughout
the event. There will be donuts available at the 8 am.
hunt, and grilled hot dogs, soda and water for sale at
the 10 am. and 12 p.m. hunts. Donations are welcome
and all proceeds collected help fund the Assumption
School new Early Childhood playground.

5 50 PLUS CLUB
UPCOMING EVENTS

April 21-St. Louis Strutters:

The Strutters will entertain you in
beautiful original-designed costumes
smiling and tapping their way into your heart. Join us
at 6:30pm in Hall C of the Parish Center.

May 12-Bingo: Due to popular demand, we will host
Bingo in partnership with Twin Oaks Senior Living.

Stay tuned for more information!

THURSDAY 4.10.25
6:30am Val Uttecht

8:00am Harold Adams

FRIDAY 4.11.25
6:30am M. Lucille Oughton

8:00am Orville & Eileen Maher

PRO-LIFE DEACON DIAPER DRIVE
CONTINUES THROUGH APRIL 13

Please don't forget to drop your diapers and baby wipe
donations in the Deacon Diaper Drive drop area
located in the pre-function area of the Parish Center.
The baby supplies are being collected by our own
Deacon Richard Tadlock and Deacon Ired Volansky
through April 13, and will delivered to those in need.
The Deacon Diaper Drive is sponsored by the
Permanent Deacons of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, in
conjunction with the Respect Life Office.

1 »

Diaper Drive

ASSUMPTION BLOOD DRIVE
SUNDAY, APRIL 13

Assumption Parish is hosting another
blood drive. You are encouraged to
consider making a donation of the
Gift of Life. ImpactLife will be in the
Parish Hall 9:156am—1:15pm. We look

. forward to welcoming you there!
Donatlons must be by appointment only.

To schedule your appointment, you
can scan the QR Code, visit
bloodcenter.org/group, using group
code 9007 or Call ImpactLlfe at 800-

SATURDAY 4.12.25 SUNDAY 4.13.25
8:00am MC & Marge 8:00am  Deceased members of
Gentemann the Prinster Family
10:00am Russell Kiefer

12:00pm Patricia Paul
(special intention)

5:00pm People of the Parish

7:30-7:50am Church
or by appointment

7:30-7:50am Church
or by appointment

4:00-4:45pm Church 5:30pm  Kevin Schneider

or by appointment By Appointment
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" PREPARE PREPARING FOR EASTER

FO ! 1‘:‘ (,')' 1'{ L JOIN ASSUMPTION FOR THE FINAL DAYS OF PRAYER,
EASTER FASTING, AND ALMSGIVING THIS LENTEN SEASON.

Shadow Stations: April 11 at 2:45pm in the Chapel
Friday Evening Stations of the Cross: April 11 at 7pm in the Chapel

Rosary during Lent: Join us after the 8am Mass, Monday-I'riday through April 18 to say the rosary in the Church.

Friday Fish Fry at the Knights of Columbus #2269 Hall
April 11 and April 18 from 5-7pm

Tuesday Eucharistic Exposition:
April 8 and April 15 from 9am — 10pm in the Chapel

Tuesday Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions:
April 8 and April 15 at 5:15pm in the Chapel

Tuesday Evening Mass:
April 8 and April 15 at 6pm in the Chapel. Come pray with us every Tuesday during Lent in the Chapel.
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HOLY WEERK BEGINS PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13

Holy Week happens on the last week of the season of Lent and is the most important
week of the year. It begins with Palm Sunday and continues through the Triduum of
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday. It is a time for prayer and marks the
final stretch before Easter Sunday on April 20, the celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection.
Join us as we commemorate and remember the last week of Jesus' life on this earth.

April 13: Palm Sunday
Mass at 8am, 10am, noon and 5:30pm, Church
Men'’s Club Annual Easter Egg Hunt on the upper soccer field after 8am, 10am and noon Masses

April 17: Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Mass at 7pm, Church

Come celebrate the institution of the Holy Eucharist and Christ’s example of humility and charity as we witness the
washing of the feet. Eucharistic Adoration in our Chapel follows the service until midnight.

April 18: Good Friday

Life Teen Walk the Way Stations of the Cross at 3pm, Church

Mass at 7pm, Church

Remember with us the sacrifice Jesus made as we have the reading of the Passion and the veneration of the cross at
this Communion service.

April 19: Holy Saturday Easter Vigil

Mass at 8pm, Church

On this holy night, the Church keeps watch, celebrating the resurrection of Christ in the sacraments and awaiting his
return in glory. This evening we renew our baptismal promises and celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation with those who
have been preparing as we witness their Baptisms, entry into the Church, Confirmations and their First Communions.

April 20: Easter Sunday

Mass at 8am, 10am, and noon, Church; Mass 8:15am and 10:15am, Chapel

The season of Easter is the most important of all liturgical times, which Catholics celebrate as the Lord's resurrection
trom the dead, culminating in his Ascension to the IFather and sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Church.
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CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
(FORMERLY RCIA)

Each week that we celebrate the Rite of Scrutiny, as
we have for the past two Sundays during Lent, we are
invited deeper and deeper into a great mystery that
affects all people. Our world is thirsting, we are
thirsting, and Jesus brings us living water. Our world
is blind, we are blind, and Jesus opens our eyes. This
weekend at the 8am Mass we hear the story of the
raising of Lazarus. We will name what keeps us, our
communities, and our society from life and the
true freedom of the children of God. Our Lenten
preparation calls us to name what keeps us enmeshed
in death and to bring it to prayer. Each reflection and
celebration of the Scrutinies is designed to draw forth
a deeper awareness of the mystery of sin and grace,
week by week. They not only open up what is sinful in
our lives but also what is good in our lives. As we
celebrate the last of the Scrutinies and Cycle A
readings, we look forward to our Spiritual Retreat Day
for next Sunday.

Do you have prayer cards for us? April 6 is the last
date we can accept them. We really need your support
by overwhelming our elect and candidates with words
of encouragement. Write a note and place in an
envelope and place their name on it. Please continue to
pray for them on our Retreat and Easter.

A are MEN’S CRHP

Welcome. RETREAT
CRHP 2.0 CHANGES LIVES

These men recently experienced one of the most
spiritual journeys of their lives, Saturday, March 22-
23, at the Welcome Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP)
Retreat. Talk to them about how their faith has been
energized and how the retreat strengthened their
connection with the Lord... and then watch for
information in the bulletin and Friday Enewsletter
about the next retreat, and be sure to sign up!

For more information, contact Mike Vohsen at 314-
951-4733 or email mike.vohsen@gmail.com.

Participant
Gabe Rackers
Paul Arrowood

Jonathon Veirling
Matthew Masterson
Grant Modica Steve Spry

Tyler Steitz RCIA Sponsor Joe Orf

Davis Young RCIA Candidate Steve P Wroblewski
Bryan Maurer Gary Doerr
Chris Feise
Mike FFavazza

Dan LaMartina

Kevin Hoagland
Ernest Dsouza
Tom Wehmeier

Team Member
Dan Bauer
Matthew Grelle
Russ Schaller
Jordan Gilbert
Eric Steitz

Tony Serino
Brian Margerum
Chris Crawford
Chris Smith
Mark Schmitt
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SFTONse, A WORD FROM HOLLY WOYTUS, S0,
LEARNING... O X !
5\'/ . O DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION N

LIVING... — --"
(\CH BB This past week, our Assumption eighth grade students had the opportunity to tour 50%; W
/—f the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis, where they will receive the sacrament of
Confirmation later this month. Completed in 1914, it is the mother church of the 2024-2025
Archdiocese of St. Louls and one of the oldest cathedrals in the United States. Our beautiful cathedral schsos:,llm %hzﬁge

is famous for its vibrant mosaics, one of the largest collections in the world, which depict scenes from
the life of Jesus Christ, the Bible, the saints, and more. We are grateful to middle school teachers, Mrs. Stacy
Chassaniol and Mrs. Joan Ryan for planning these opportunities for our students.

Our eighth graders will also be in attendance at the annual Chrism Mass, held on the morning of Holy Thursday at
the Cathedral Basilica. During this special Mass, the Archbishop will consecrate the sacred oils used in the sacraments
of Baptism, Confirmation, Anointing of the Sick, and Holy Orders. What an awesome opportunity for our students to
develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of the sacredness and the significance of the sacrament they are about
to receive. Thanks for reading about Assumption School, and as always, please keep our students in your prayers!

In Christ,
Holly Woytus

\\),
)
4
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ASSUMPTION BOARD OF EDUCATION NOMINATIONS
NOW OPEN THROUGH APRIL 15

Assumption is currently looking for four (4) new board members
for the 2025-2026 school year. Nominate yourself or someone else! No
education background required. We just ask that you have a great love
for our students, the Parish and School, and that you want to help
make a difference.

If interested, scan the QR Code and fill out the Assumption Board of
Education Nomination Form. Nominations will be accepted until

.- Vi!*it.Iy/A’«mpﬂnkéardNﬂninations Tuesday ’ Aprﬂ 15, 2025.

ubmissions due Tuesday, April 15, 2025
The Assumption Board of Education members work with the Pastor

| and Principal to set policy while attending monthly meetings, as well
as provide requested input on matters of procedure. Members serve
three-year terms.

For more information, contact Scott Dillon, Board Vice President / President Elect, sjdillon32360@gmail.com.
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HELLO FROM ASSUMPTION YOUTH MINISTRY!

& ) From the Youth Minister’s Desk: Hello Assumption Community! I am back from maternity
leave and wanted to take a brief moment to thank Alejandro, our middle school youth minister,
Parker, our music coordinator, and our Life Teen Core Team for taking such good care of our

LIFE TEEN] 2™ . ) . & g
ministry while I was on leave. It is such a gift to
be part of a community and staft’ that honors the vocation of
marriage and family life! We are blessed to have such a wonderful
team here and I am grateful to be part of it. Know of my prayers

always for you and your family!

Becky Whitaker, Life Teen Youth Minister

Sunday, April 6: Life Teen: Sanctuary

6:30—8:45 pm | Parish Center

All teens are invited to join us as we continue to welcome our rising
freshman and all high school teens! In preparation for Holy Week, we
will focus this night on our Life Teen annual theme “Sanctuary.”
Teens, expect dinner, good fun, a powerful teaching, and
transformative time in front of the Blessed Sacrament in Adoration.
We can’t wait to see you there!

Wednesday, April 9: EDGE: Works of Mercy

6:15—7:30pm | Parish Center

All 7t and 8t graders are invited to continue their journey of faith
formation with EDGE! Expect the beauty of our Catholic faith,
presented in a dynamic and youthful way for our middle schoolers.

(2025 EVENTS: )
June 1-7: EDGE Camp Hidden Lake
June 23—27: Life Teen Leadership Conference

July 18—20: Steubenville Youth Conference
Qﬂy 27-August 2: Life Teen Camp Covecresu

Follow us on Social Media: QUESTIONS? Contact Becky Whitaker,
Director of Youth Minister; Life Teen Youth Minister

Inst : .
@assumption_life Itleser?izm@assumption edge 636-240-3721 ext. 243 or beckywhitaker@abvmtech.org
Facebook: Alejandro DeHerrera, EDGE Youth Minister (Middle School)

Assumption Life Teen and Assumption EDGE 636-240-3721 ext. 338 or alejandrodeherrera@abvmtech.org
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DURING APRIL

As stewards of the monetary gifts that God has bestowed on us, we should give back to His Church and to other
worthy causes. During the month of April, please support the general needs of the parish through the Sunday offertory,
and consider the following specific causes and needs:

e Debt Reduction: Donations to this collection will pay down the balance of Assumption’s loan from the
Archdiocese, which we borrowed in 2013 to fund the expansion of the school building.

o Catholic Home Missions: This appeal strengthens the Catholic Church in the United States, particularly those
dioceses in financial need. Funds are used for evangelization, religious education, maintenance of mission parishes,
training of seminarians and lay ministers, and ministry with ethnic groups.

e Good Friday, Holy Land: This collection supports the preservation of holy places in the Holy Land, as well as
pastoral, charitable, educational and social works in the region.

o Easter Sunday, Regina Cleri: This collection supports the Regina Cleri Community, an independent living
retirement home for priests of the Archdiocese of St. Louis. The resources and amenities at Regina Cleri
Community provide a safe, comfortable and joyful environment in which our retired priests thrive.

If you use online bill payment through your bank, please send a separate payment for the fund(s) of your choice and
specify the name of the cause in the memo field of your payment instructions.

Thank you!
OUR GIFTS TO GOD AND PARISH

Weekly Offertory March 16, 2025, YTD 7/1/24-3/16/25
Actual Collections $55,235 Loan taken out in 2013 for expansion of our school
Distribution from Schwendeman estate* $39.,067 Original Loan $3,306,127

$94.301 $1,726,401 Current balance owed $329,729
Budget Target $42.000 $1,602,000 ~ Monthlypayment $20,923
Surplus / (Shortfall) $52.301 $124.401 Last expected payment will be in May 2026.

*Bill and Joan Schwendeman provided a generous gift to the parish in their estate plan. In addition to the
$163,824 received during the week of March 2, 2025, we received $34,563 during the week of March 16, 2025.

Y We are grateful to you for your presence, your participation
STEWARDSIHIIP & you for your p Rk S [T
@ coary of 1/ and your financial support of Assumption Parish. P A T
b L N
The Bible Teaches It (Mal 3:10-12) If you would like to give online, please go to: F:-.I'i' 2
We Believe It (Acts 4:32-36) assumptionbvim.org/OQur-Parish/Online-Giving (=]
God Honors It (Gen 14:18-20) or scan the QR Code and create an account. SCAN ME
TITHING
OFFICE INFORMATION
ADDRESS/PHONE/HOURS BULLETIN NOTICES PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
403 N Main Street, O’Fallon MO 63366 Submit to Parish Office Religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
636-240-3721 Parish Office Bulletin.assumption@gmail.com Call 636-240-1020 for information

by 9am on the Tuesday before Sunday’s or to register.

Hours: Monday—Thurs 8am—4pm edition (five days prior)

Friday 8am—3pm

SOCIAL MEDIA
ASSU]\E;);F;%N;M%EHOOL Website: assumptionbvm.org MINISTRY OF CQNSOLATION
o Instagram: @abvmofallon For one-on-one grief support, or
) ) information regarding our grief support
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL Facebook.com: @assumptionparish series, which is held twice per year,

636-272-4758 (Helpline) Youtube: @assumptionmedial contact Lynn Crews at 314-578-0741.
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